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Bovina Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

March 8, 2016 

 

RESOLUTIONS:  2016 – 41 – 55 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor, Evelyn Stewart Barnhart, Mark Rossley, Thomas Hilson, 

Marni Greenberg, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent, Catherine Hewitt, 

Clerk. 

Others Present: Andy Hewitt, Dick Barnhart, Mel Greenberg, Joe Dibble, Corneel Verlaan, Ken Brown, 

Kevin Rossley, Bob Cairns, Delaware County Times; Donna Dickson Noonan, Jan Bray, Pat Miele, Annette 

Robbins, Bill Morley, Small Business Energy Efficiency Program 

 

Supervisor Molé called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Supervisor Molé opened an RFP for Town Lawn and Septic Field Maintenance.  Plan #1 for Town Lawns 

was $4,600.00 for the season.  Plan #2 for Septic was $2,375.00 for the season.   

 

Supervisor Molé introduced Kent Brown the Deputy Director for the Rural Preservation Program from 

the MARK Project.  He explained the Regional Main Street Program guidelines and requirements.  They 

are trying the program on a regional basis, getting small clusters of businesses in different communities.  

There will be a panel set up to determine which businesses in the cluster will receive funding and they 

would like a representative from each Town/Village to be on the panel.  The cluster will apply as a group 

and submit one application.  This will be 75% NYS Grant funded and 25% business owner funded.  It is a 

reimbursement program; contractors have to be properly insured and the business must maintain for 5 

years.  The deadline for this is April 25, 2016.   

WHEREAS, the MARK Project, Inc., has applied for and received authorization of $300,000 in financial 

assistance from New York State Homes and Community Renewal under New York Main Street Program; 

and 

WHEREAS, the program proposes funding to assist property owners to improve facades to downtown 

buildings on Main Streets in the Towns of Andes, Bovina, Middletown, Roxbury and Shandaken and the 

Villages of Margaretville and Fleischmanns; and  

WHEREAS, the program will contribute to ongoing community revitalization efforts; and  

WHEREAS, the funding source requires that the MARK Project obtain the approval and endorsement of 

the governing body of the municipalities in which the proposed project will be located. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Bovina, located in the County of Delaware 

in the State of New York, approves and endorses the MARK Project’s 2015 NY Main Street Program and 

encourages eligible businesses in the Town to apply for assistance through the MARK Project under this 

program. 

2016-41 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Hilson to approve the MARK Project NY Main Street 

Program.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 



 

Page 2 of 5 
 

Supervisor Molé introduced Bill Morley the representative for NYSEG Small Business Energy Efficiency 

Program.  Morley has done an estimate to replace the fixtures in the Highway Garage and the 

Community Hall.  The estimate for the garage is $5,969.29 and for the hall is $4,852.74.  Portions of one 

or both can be done.  Morley will be doing a second estimate for replacing only the fixtures in the main 

room of the hall.  This will be discussed again at the April meeting. 

 

2016-42 It was moved by Stewart Barnhart, seconded by Rossley to approve the minutes of the 

February 9, 2016 Regular Monthly meeting as amended.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2016-43 The GENERAL bills (35-47) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Stewart Barnhart, seconded by Greenberg.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-44 The LIGHTING bill (3-3) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Hilson, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-45 The WATER bills (9-13) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Hilson, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-46 The SEPTIC bills (7-8) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Rossley, seconded by Greenberg.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-47 The HIGHWAY bills (17-29) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Rossley, seconded by Hilson.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2016-48 It was moved by Hilson, seconded by Stewart Barnhart to advertise for Highway Materials bid.  

All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2016-49 Lead Agency Designation of Secondary Water Source Project  

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bovina is seeking to install a secondary source for its water 

system; and  

WHEREAS, the project requires permits from NYSDEC and NYSDOH; and  

WHEREAS, such project requires public hearings and review under the State Environmental Quality 

Review Act (SEQRA), Article 8 of the New York Environmental Conservation Law and its implementing 

regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 617; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF BOVINA AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Town Board intends to comply with City, State and Federal environmental regulations;            

and  

2.  The Town Board hereby determines that the project is an Unlisted Action pursuant to the     

State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), Article 8 of the New York Environmental           

Conservation Law and its implementing regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 617; and   

3.  The Town Board herby instructs the Supervisor, with the assistance of the Town Attorney, to          

prepare an Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), notify involved agencies of the Town          

Board’s intent to serve as SEQRA lead agency and to further initiate the review of the Project           

under the SEQRA regulations; and  

4.  The Town Board hereby declares itself as SEQRA Lead Agency, provided that no involved agency 

objects within 30 days of the date of that the EAF was submitted to them; and  
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5.  The Town Board hereby schedules a public scoping session and public hearing on the SEQRA review 

for April 12, 2016 at 6:00 pm at the Bovina Town Hall. 

Proposed by Councilman Rossley 

Seconded by Councilwoman Greenberg 

Councilwoman Stewart Barnhart Aye 

Councilman Rossley   Aye 

Councilman Hilson   Aye 

Councilwoman Greenberg  Aye 

Supervisor Molé   Aye 

So Carried 

 

2016-50 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Greenberg to hold a Public Hearing for the Secondary 

Water Source Project on April 12, 2016 a 6:00 pm.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-51 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Greenberg to hold a Public Hearing on the Amended 

Flood Damage Prevention Law on April 12, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2016-52 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Hilson to enter into a Shared Services contract with 

NYSDOT.  In the event of an emergency, the NYSDOT can assist the Town and the Town can assist 

NYSDOT.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

WHEREAS, the recent rainfall and alternating warm and cold winter weather has led to very saturated 

soil conditions which are very susceptible to freeze-thaw action, and 

WHEREAS, roads are very susceptible to damage from heavy loads traveling over them during periods of 

freeze-thaw cycles, and 

WHEREAS, the Town feels it is necessary to protect their road infrastructure from damage from freeze-

thaw action by limiting heavy loads on roads so designated by the Highway Superintendent as 

susceptible to freeze-thaw damage, and 

WHEREAS, section 1660, Article 41 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law provides a procedure 

for temporary excluding from any portion of any town highway any vehicle with a gross weight of over 

four or more tons or any vehicle with a gross weight in excess of any designated weight on any axle 

when in the town’s opinion such highways would be materially injured by the operation of any such 

vehicle thereon, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, the Town Board hereby authorizes the Highway 

Superintendent to post a weight limit on any roads that he feels may be damaged by heavy loads in 

accordance with the provisions of said law, said weight limit will be four-tons maximum gross weight, 

including weight of vehicle and load, allowed on any axle.  Axles that are spaced less than 46-inches 

apart, center to center, shall be considered one axle. 

2016-53 It was moved by Hilson, seconded by Stewart Barnhart to accept the weight limits on roads as 

designated by Highway Superintendent Weber.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2016-54 It was moved by Hilson, seconded by Stewart Barnhart for the Supervisor, Members of Council 

and the Highway Superintendent to sign the Agreement for Expenditures for CHIPS Funding for 2016.  

All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.  The work will include from intersection of County Hwy 6, Bovina Road to 
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Cape Horn Road, oil and stone for a distance of 8,100 feet; County Hwy 6, New Kingston Mountain Rd, 

oil and stone for a distance of 7,600 feet; intersection of County Hwy 5, New Road, oil and stone for a 

distance of 10,000 feet and intersection of Orchard Land, Harvest Lane up Harvest Lane, gravel surface 

and replace culverts as needed.   

 

2016-55 It was moved by Stewart Barnhart, seconded by Rossley to approve the Budget Transfers of 

$431.00 in Septic Fund from Administration-contractual to Operations and Maintenance contractual, 

$243.00 in Water Fund Purification-Personal Services and $18.00 in Water Social Security for a total of 

$261.00 to Administration contractual, and in Highway $21,300.00 from General Repairs-Personal 

Services to Snow Removal-Personal Services, and $9,600.00 in Highway from Machinery-Contractual to 

Machinery-Personal Services.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé read emails from three property owners on McNaught Hill Road concerning a property 

owner possibly opening a manufacturing facility on that road.  The emails were asked to be a part of 

these minutes and are attached at the end of the minutes.  Supervisor Molé said that Building Code 

Enforcement is aware of this and that he issued a permit for a pole building.  She said that Delaware 

County Planning Department is also aware of this.  It is up to Dale Downin, Building Code Enforcement.   

 

ADVISOR REPORTS 

HIGHWAY – Councilman Hilson said that he met with Highway Superintendent Weber.  He said the 

equipment looks in good shape; it hasn’t been used a great deal this winter.  He said that they discussed 

the CHIPS money and that has been covered. 

FINANCE – Councilwoman Stewart Barnhart said that she met with the Bookkeeper.  The Annual Report 

isn’t finished, and extension was filed for two months, May 1, 2016.  The bookkeeper is waiting for a bill 

from NYMIR that is expected to be going up about $2,000. 

BUILDINGS – Supervisor Molé said that one of the flower boxes on the front of the hall was hit recently.  

She will look into replacement of the box in the spring. 

PLAYGROUND/TRANSFER STATION – Councilman Rossley said that the last rain washed part of the 

playground out and the mulch needs to be evened out.  The Transfer Station had an exercise machine 

left outside the gate and Rossley has asked the Highway to move it to the steel pile inside when they 

have a machine up there.  Things are going well at the station.  It was noted that the C&D Overage for 

September through December of 2015 was $102.00, which is the lowest it’s been in a while.   

Rossley said that he has been helping the Water Superintendent at the Water Plant recently and 

Turnkey Solutions has recommended additional surge protection at the well house and filter plant at a 

cost of $1,350.00 installed.  The Board agreed that the additional surge protection can be done with the 

new well project.   

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON – Supervisor Molé said that Councilwoman Greenberg has been appointed 

to this position.  The meetings are the third Monday of the month. 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT – Highway Superintendent Weber said that they have been fixing 

pot holes, doing work in the shop and the chipper is fixed and they will be going out cutting brush.  Work 

on the 1997 Freightliner is coming together.  Tires will be needed for the front of the mower tractor at a 

cost of about $800.  The roads in the Town were closed recently due to an ice storm.   
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Ken Brown said that there needs to be a better way of getting the information out when something like 

the road closure happens because he wasn’t aware of the roads being closed.  Supervisor Molé will look 

into a better way to get emergency notifications out to the community.   

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

Jan Bray said that there is something in LED lights that changes human behavior and she has a concern 

about the human aspect of LED lights.  She thinks the board should research LED lighting before 

installing them in the buildings. 

 

Corneel Verlaan gave the board copies of a Resolution from the Town of Oneonta Town Board regarding 

the gas pipelines going through parts of northern Delaware County.  He said the pipeline, if constructed 

will cross about 100 streams in Delaware County, putting our water at risk.  He asked that Supervisor 

Molé be aware of the issues and vote accordingly on the Delaware County Board of Supervisor level.  

Supervisor Molé said it is out of their hands and it won’t come before the Board of Supervisors.  Molé 

said that this is a government decision (FERC).  Councilman Hilson said that the law doesn’t allow for 

local government to have much say, it is State and Federal Government decision.   

 

Pat Miele asked if the attendant at the Transfer Station is supposed to help people.  Councilman Rossley 

said that he is supposed to point out where the garbage goes.  He said some of the attendants will help 

and others don’t.   

 

Donna Dickson Noonan applauds the increased use of the website.  She thanked the Clerk for answering 

her questions when she needs information.   

 

Ken Brown gave Supervisor Molé a list of the Emergency Operation Center Representatives and the 

Standard Operating Guide for Delaware County Emergency Operations Center.  

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Catherine Hewitt, RMO 

Clerk  

 

 

 

  

 

   


