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BOVINA TOWN BOARD 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

November 18, 2015 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2015 – 138 – 151 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Evelyn Stewart Barnhart, Mark Rossley, Kenneth Brown, Gerald 

Wright, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent; Catherine Hewitt, Clerk. 

Others Present: Chuck McIntosh, Mel/Marni Greenberg, Cheryl Patterson, Delaware County Times Reporter; Kent 

Manuel, Delaware County Planning Department; Dale Downin, Building Code Enforcement; Jan Bray, Dick Barnhart, 

Chris Ingvordsen, Roz Foster, Donna Noonan, Mary Joan Robson, John Virga, Bill Stoff 

 

The Public Hearing on the Tax Cap Override was opened at 6:00 PM.  With no public comments or comments from 

the Board, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:02 PM. 

The Public Hearing on the 2016 Budget was opened at 6:02 PM.  Chuck McIntosh said that there was no 

unexpended balance when he first came to the Town Board and taxes increased 17%.  He said that there is a total of 

$165,000 in unexpended balance being used for the 2016 budget, $30,000 in General and $135,000 in Highway.  

He’s concerned about a large increase when there is no longer unexpended balance to draw from.  Bookkeeper Joe 

Hanley said that the comptroller recommends smaller fund balance.  With no further comments, the 2016 Budget 

Public Hearing was closed at 6:06 PM. 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the Regular Monthly meeting at 6:06 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2015-138 It was moved by Stewart Barnhart, seconded by Brown to accept the minutes of the October 13, 2015 

meeting as presented.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2015-139 The GENERAL bills (167-191) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Stewart Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2015-140 The LIGHTING bills (10-10) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Brown.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2015-141 The WATER bills (41-45) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Brown, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2015-142 The SEPTIC bills (45-50) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Stewart Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2015-143 The HIGHWAY bills (162-179) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Wright, seconded by Rossley.  Councilman Brown asked about the tractor/mower that was rented from Jay Renner 

in 2014 and is just being billed now.  Highway Superintendent Weber said that it broke down shortly after they got it 

so it was used very little.  Councilwoman Stewart Barnhart said the original contract was for $1,400.  Weber said 

that $400 was the agreed upon price and a bill was submitted for that amount.   

Supervisor Molé    Aye 

Councilwoman Stewart Barnhart  Aye 

Councilman Rossley   Aye 

Councilman Wright   Aye 

Councilman Brown   Nay 
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Supervisor Molé said that the update from Insurance is that the smoke/carbon monoxide alarms are installed, the 

back of the building has been found to be structurally sound and the Highway Department is working on repair of 

the fire escape.   

 

Code Enforcement Officer Dale Downin said that the permits are up this year after a slump in previous years.  He 

has been getting more neighbor to neighbor complaints.  Councilman Brown asked about needing a building permit 

for roof replacement and foundation repair.  Downin said that roof replacement now has to be inspected to insure 

there are not more than two layers of shingles.  The foundation repair was a major repair, house was raised to 

remove stone foundation and replace with concrete. 

 

Councilman Rossley said that the generator for the water plant has been mentioned more than once in regards to 

taking it to Thering’s in Oneonta to be looked at and the water plant building needs to be wired for the generator.  

He said that no decision has been made in regards to this.  Supervisor Molé said this needs to be moved on. 

 

2015-144 It was moved by Stewart Barnhart, seconded by Brown to go to Executive Session to discuss a personnel 

matter at 6:20 PM.  All in favor 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2015-145 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart Barnhart to adjourn Executive Session at 7:13 PM.  All in 

favor 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé had a letter from the Planning Board asking that the Town Board seek legal counsel regarding 

“Residential Care Facility” as it is used in the Zoning Regulations.  Attorney Kevin Young, Esq. said that a law cannot 

be adopted to an individual or one use.  He said that the Town Board needs to ask the Delaware County Planning 

Board to review the Zoning Law and make recommendations on how to revise it. 

2015-146 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Brown to have Delaware County Planning work with Bovina 

Planning Board and make recommendations on revising the Zoning Local Law.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2015-147 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley to accept the Town of Bovina Local Law to Override the Tax 

Levy Established in Municipal Law § 3-c, being Local Law No. 2 of 2015.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé said that Josh Choquette will be continuing as Water Superintendent.  The proposal from LVDV was 

almost double the water budget.  Choquette’s salary will increase to $12,000 and this will alter the 2016 Budget.  

The Bookkeeper will adjust the budget to show this increase in salary.  Molé will review the plan from Lamont and 

start working on moving to a 2 well system.   

2015-148 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Stewart Barnhart to accept the 2016 Budget with amendments to 

the Water District.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

It was noted that the Fire District Budget is attached to the 2016 Budget. 

2015-149 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Brown to move ahead with wiring the water building for the 

generator.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Councilman Rossley asked if the Board was going to do anything as far as logging the property near the Transfer 

Station.  Supervisor Molé said not as of right now.  Rossley said the logging should be pursued since the Ash trees 

are dying and selling the land would take more time.   

ADVISOR REPORTS 

FINANCE – Councilwoman Stewart Barnhart met with Bookkeeper Joe Hanley and they discussed the Budget which 

has been discussed tonight. 
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BUILDINGS – Councilman Wright noted that the girls cleaned up the kitchen very well after the Lasagna Dinner on 

Election night.  Everything looks good. 

TRANSFER STATION/PLAYGROUND – Councilman Rossley said that he’s working with the County and Highway 

Department to get the containers situated to make it easier to plow the area. 

PLANNING BOARD LIASION – Councilman Brown said that the Zoning has been covered.  He said that the 

Playground maps have been resigned for transfer of the additional land.   

HIGHWAY – Highway Superintendent Weber said that the good weather has given the men time to clean ditches 

and culverts.  They have widened a couple of corners that were dangerous, one on Huff Road and one on Cape Horn 

Road.  The dump box has been ordered.  The Volvo is in Oneonta for repair.  Weber said he would like to bid on a 

used backhoe/extendahoe and sell or trade the one they have.  Councilman Brown asked if he was looking for a 

ditching bucket and Weber said possibly if it comes with it.  He said that with cleaning the ditches, they have fill to 

dispose of if anyone needs it or knows someone who does.  Weber said that a CHIPS reimbursement of about 

$20,000 should come in in December.  The Fog & Stone didn’t work out this year due to weather, lack of man power 

and equipment issues.  The Miller Avenue Culvert has been approved for $268,000.  Delaware Stream Management 

is seeking further grants; Trout Unlimited is one group they’re looking at.   

Weber said that the men would like Bomber Jackets that are OSHA approved for the winter.  They run about 

$160.00.  Councilman Rossley said that the uniform company may have what they are looking for and they would 

then clean them and replace as needed.  

2015-150 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley to have Weber look into the Bomber Jackets for the 

Highway Department.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

Supervisor Molé asked if the backhoe would be new or used.  Weber said it will be used and not exceed $30,000 

with the Town Backhoe as trade.  He estimates the backhoe to be worth $6,000 to $7,000 on trade. 

2015-151 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart Barnhart to approve the Highway Superintendent advertise 

for bid for a used backhoe.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

Councilman Brown said that two months ago he and Chuck McIntosh were reprimanded for harassing the Highway 

Superintendent.  Brown said that it is unsafe at the intersection of County 5 and Brush Hollow, that it is difficult to 

stop at the intersection in winter.  Weber said that the County Road isn’t his issue.  Brown said that Weber was 

made aware of this two months ago and refused to do anything about it.  He said that there is water standing in the 

ditch.  Brown has talked with the County and they are going to fix the bottom of Brush Hollow to tie into the ditch 

fix.  Brown said that the final payment was made on the tractor and mower last month and Weber said it would be 

stored inside if there is room.  The May minutes said that the tractor and mower would be stored inside.  Brown 

asked which is true.  Weber said that he would like to purchase a container to store things in to make room for the 

tractor and mower.  

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS:  Jan Bray asked for and was granted use of the Maynard Schoolhouse for the week of 

August 6th-13th, 2016 for the Historical Society.     

John Virga said that the Craftskills event that he sponsored had a great turnout.   

Chuck McIntosh said that the Board made a good decision keeping Josh Choquette on as Water Superintendent.  

He’s been a good employee.  He thinks the second well is a good idea, and having Tom Hilson on the Board will be 

good as he is on the water system.  Supervisor Molé said that the goal was to get through the EFC loan and then 

make improvements.   

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM 

 

Catherine Hewitt, RMO 

Clerk 


