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BOVINA TOWN BOARD 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

September 11, 2014 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2014-95-108 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Mark Rossley, Evelyn Stewart-Barnhart, Kenneth Brown, 

Gerald Wright, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent, Catherine Hewitt, Town 

Clerk 

Others Present: Chuck/Roger/Brian McIntosh, Vince/Mary Trimbell, Annette Robbins, Marni/Mel 

Greenberg, Pat Miele, Carol Brannen, Cheryl Patterson, Joe Dibble, Corneel Verlaan 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the meeting at 6 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

2014-95 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to accept the minutes of the July 8, 2014 

meeting as amended. All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2014-96 The GENERAL bills (105-121) (8-1 & 8-2) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for 

payment was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-97 The LIGHTING bill (8-8) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Brown, seconded by Wright.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-98 The WATER bills (30-31) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-99 The SEPTIC bills (27-33) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

approved by Wright, seconded by Rossley. All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

Councilman Brown asked about the emergency services needed for the Septic on 8/30 not being a part of 

the contractual.  Supervisor Molé will look into this. 

 

2014-100 The HIGHWAY bills (105-128) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

approved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-101 The GENERAL bills (122-142) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Brown, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-102 The LIGHTING bill (9-9) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-103 The WATER bills (32-35) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Brown, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-104 The SEPTIC bills (34-37) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Rossley, seconded by Brown.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-105 The HIGHWAY bills (129-147) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart, Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Estimate for the repair of the Highway Garage is $146,000 with $20,000 to be expended for Engineering 

costs.  Piers will be sunk 25 feet under the foundation.  The floors in the office, hallway and back to the 

bathroom will be removed.  The walls will be left in place if possible.  Mirabito has checked on water 
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leakage from the heating system and none was found.   The Town will need to bond this.  The first bond, 

which has a balance of $134,000, can be combined with a second bond for 15 years at a lower interest rate.  

Bookkeeper Hanley will check to make sure there will not be a pre-pay penalty on the current bond. 

Interest rates for bonds are granted the day the paperwork is signed.  There is the $50,000 grant from 

Senator Seward that will be used toward the repair.  The Good Neighbor Fund has a balance of $76,000.  

Bookkeeper Hanley estimates the annual payment on $300,000 to be $30,000 to $35,000.   The Board 

supports using Good Neighbor money for the Engineering costs.  The City will be notified that $20,000 will 

be used for engineering costs.   

 

2014-106 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Brown to approve Spring Lake Tree Service removing a 

substantial limb, top a couple trees, remove a couple overhanging limbs from trees in Brushland Cemetery 

for $1,200.  The Highway Department will do the clean-up.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

Bookkeeper Hanley told the Board that there is no way to stay within the cap of 1.56% this year.   

Supervisor Molé said that the Board will need to adopt a local law to exceed the cap.  The Preliminary 

Budget will be ready at the October meeting.   

 

Bookkeeper Hanley said that the Water District is in the red for 2014.  There is nothing extra in the Water 

Fund and there needs to be a cushion there.   He suggested raising the rates by $50.00 per year.  The 

residential would go to $525.00 with the $50.00 increase.  The commercial users rates vary.   

 

The Board discussed possibly adding filling of swimming pools in the Water District to the page of water 

user policy in place now.  Supervisor Molé said it is a weak system and filling pools is taxing to the system.  

It was pointed out that washing houses and other things is taxing to the system as well.  Councilman 

Rossley said that he spoke to a number of people on the system and only one was opposed.  Councilman 

Wright stated that pools can be used for fire prevention. 

2014-107 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Brown to add that water users on the water system should 

notify the Water Superintendent a few days prior to filling of pools.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

There was a thank you read from the Elliott, Burns, Long reunion which included a $100.00 donation for the 

use of the hall.   

There was a thank you from Jan Bray, Bovina Historical Society, for the use of School District #1 for their 

School House Day Camp.   

September 19, 2014 is the date of Operation Clean Sweep for businesses and residents and September 20, 

2014 is the date for farms. 

There was a letter from Delaware Opportunities asking for a $500.00 donation in support of the Sr. Dining 

Program.  There is one resident who takes advantage of the meals at the facility and 3 home bound 

delivered meals per week.  This will be passed on to the Budget Officer. 

 

Supervisor Molé has received a notice of resignation from Rachel Beaulieu who cleans the Community Hall 

once a month and the Highway Garage twice a month.  The pay is $30.00 per hour and the job is open as of 

January 1, 2015. 
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR – Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart talked with the Bookkeeper about the Highway 

Garage repair and the Bond.  She said that the Annual Report has been completed and filed with the State 

Comptroller.  There is a copy filed with the Clerk and is available for anyone interested in reviewing it. 

TRANSFER STATION/PLAYGROUND ADVISOR – Councilman Rossley noted that the electronics box at the 

Transfer Station needs to be cleaned out.  The new signs are complete and once the container placement is 

settled at the transfer station, the Highway Department will put the signs up.  The old barb wire by back 

Brook on Maple Ave has been removed.  The broken top pieces for the fence at the playground as well as 

the spindles have been ordered.  The soccer goal was broken and ROMO Machine is making a new piece 

and it will be repaired.   

Tim McIntosh asked if the soccer goals were a responsibility of the Town and if they were secured to the 

ground.  He said they could be tipped over and open the Town to a lawsuit.  Rossley will check with ROMO 

about a way to secure them. 

BUILDINGS ADVISOR – Councilman Wright said that the electrician has the new exit lights and will install 

them as soon as possible.  He said the front of the Community Hall needs to be washed and could be done 

with volunteer labor.  Wright was asked by a resident if the Town would be interested in a Foosball table 

for downstairs in the hall.   

2014-108 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to respectfully decline the Foosball table 

donation at this time.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

PLANNING BOARD LIASON – Councilman Brown said that the August and September Planning Board 

meetings were cancelled.  There was a meeting on July 21st on a subdivision on 10.6 acres over a 30 foot 

wide strip.  The Planning Board is wondering if the Town Board knows what the role of the Planning Board 

is.  They are researching Zoning Laws.  There was discussion on some Delaware County communities having 

declining property values and what is happening in those communities that we don’t want to see in Bovina.   

HIGHWAY – Highway Superintendent Weber said that the design for the Miller Avenue culvert is complete 

and will be put out to bid in the spring of 2015.  Trout Unlimited and CHIPS will help fund this.  The 

Freightliner frame work is almost complete and he hopes to have it ready by the end of October.  There has 

been $37,000 spent on the truck to date.  Weber said that there are trucks available again and he has put in 

for one of them.  The Volvo is failing.  The lower end of Lee Hollow, from the top of the hill down will be 

paved in September.  The holes will be patched further up Lee Hollow.  Magnesium chloride has been used 

for dust control on portions of East Bramley Mountain, Miller Ave, Townsend Road, Brush Hollow, Jim Lane 

and Scutt Mountain.  The cost of the magnesium chloride was $2,600.  Weber said that the generator 

trailer and the pick-up box were put on an on-line auction.  Offer for generator was $260 and pick-up box 

was $1,025.  He feels that the box is worth more.  Councilman Brown said there was discussion on holding 

the box to put on pick-up and keep the flat-bed when the pick-up is traded.  Weber said he can decline the 

bid on the box and accept the bid on the generator.  Weber will meet with FEMA on September 11, 2014 

for the Bovina Road Bridge paperwork.   Weber said that the mower and tractor broke down and fixed at 

the owners expense.  He has donated one of his tractors and fixed the disc mower and that is being used 

now.   

Councilman Brown thanked Highway Superintendent Weber for putting calcium chloride on the roads and 

asked how far it goes.  Weber said about a mile.  Brown noticed that there were three bills for 3 sets of air 

filters for the grader over a span of six weeks.  He said that he thought the air filters were changed yearly.  

Weber said that oil is yearly, the air filters are as needed.   

Highway Superintendent Weber said that the cost of a new Freightliner would be $240,000.00.  There have 

been 5 towns that have shown an interest in the truck.  Weber is looking at three generators from OGS.   
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS – Chuck McIntosh asked Highway Superintendent Weber if the dust control only 

did Bramley Mountain for $2,600.  Weber said that parts of Townsend, Bramley, Miller, Brush Hollow and 

others were done.  McIntosh asked if the Engineer came up with the cause of the problem with the 

Highway Garage.  Weber said they have not.  McIntosh said there should be a cause before it is fixed, there 

was no water before and there should be concern about the cause of the water.  He said that Brian 

McIntosh dug the hole and brought dirt in.  Biesler did the dirt work.  McIntosh said that when he was on 

the Board there was a healthy fund balance.  Supervisor Molé said that the balance has been used to offset 

the budget.  Highway Funds cannot be used for the building or operations.  Funds can be transferred from 

General to Highway but not from Highway to General.  McIntosh asked Weber if the topping on Lee Hollow 

will be done with CHIPS money.  Weber said that it is and the cost will be about $65,000.  He said that the 

gravel used on McNaught Hill and Brush Hollow can be CHIPS funded as well.   

Roger McIntosh said that New Kingston Mountain Road has a couple places that need cold patch and there 

is a dangerous area on the road side as well.  Weber said that there is an increase in truck traffic on that 

road that needs to be addressed.   

Vince Trimbell asked if the reason for the problem at the Highway Garage has been determined or if the 

Town is going to fix it without knowing.  Supervisor Molé said that the Engineer from the County, Wayne 

Reynold’s is looking at the Delta Bid Specs.   

Pat Miele asked if there has been anything done about getting dishware for downstairs in the hall.  

Councilman Wright said that he has not, he hasn’t heard back from the Burns girls.  He has talked with 

Supervisor Molé about using that $500 in a better place.  The Board feels that the downstairs doesn’t get 

enough use to purchase dishware currently.  

Annette Robbins gave the Board a copy of a letter from Watchdog DTC group.  They are asking Delhi 

Telephone to make their high speed internet service high speed for all of their customers.   

  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.   

 

Catherine Hewitt - RMO 

Town Clerk 


