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BOVINA TOWN BOARD 

Public Hearing’s for 

Override Tax Levy/Proposed Water Rate Increase/ Budget for 2015 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

November 11, 2014 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2014-122 – 132 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Mark Rossley, Gerald Wright, Evelyn Stewart-Barnhart, 

Kenneth Brown, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent; Catherine Hewitt, Town Clerk 

 

Others Present: Chuck McIntosh, Joe/Connie Dibble, Mel/Marni Greenberg, Dick Barnhart, Jan Bray, Billy Stof, 

Steve Burnett, Annette Robbins, Cheryl Patterson, Delaware County Times Reporter; Garrett Schindler, Jeff 

Stafford, Delta Engineers 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the Public Hearing on Overriding the Tax Levy Limit.  Bookkeeper Hanley said that the 

percent limit for Bovina to remain under for 2015 is 1.56%.  The tax increase for 2015 is at 3.47%.  The Town is 

proposing a raise of $30,000 overall in spending for 2015.  Hanley noted that the Fire District increase was 

significant and it was noted that the Fire District had a decrease for the two years prior.   

With no further comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:05 PM. 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the Public Hearing on the proposed increase in water rates to the property owners in 

Bovina Water District #1 at 6:05 PM.  She said that it is the first increase in five years.   

Jan Bray asked what Russell’s Store was classified under.  Supervisor Molé said it was under 

Warehouse/Auction.  

With no further comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:10 PM.   

 

Supervisor Molé opened the Public Hearing on the 2015 Budget for the Town of Bovina at 6:10 PM.  There 

were no public comments made and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:11 PM. 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the Regular Monthly Meeting at 6:11 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2014-122 It was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Brown to accept the October 14, 2014 minutes as 

amended.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-123 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to accept the October 28, 2014 Budget 

Workshop/Special Meeting minutes as presented.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2014-124 The GENERAL bills (156-172) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Rossley, seconded by Brown.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-125 The LIGHTING bill (11-11) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Wright, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-126 The WATER bills (40-43) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Brown, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 
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2014-127 The SEPTIC bills (45-48) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2014-128 The HIGHWAY bills (168-181) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2014-129 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to accept the Town of Bovina Local Law to 

Override the Tax Levy Limit Established in Municipal Law §3-c, being Local Law No. 2 of 2014.  All in favor, 5 

ayes, 0 nays. 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 198(3)(d) of the Town Law of New York, the Town Board is vested with 

the authority to establish certain water rates; and 

WHEREAS, consideration has been given by the Board as to what the appropriate rates should be for 

the varying types of properties that are within the Bovina Water District #1; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bovina does hereby establish the following rate 

schedule effective January 1, 2015. 

Single Family House:  $525/year  

Two Family House:  $793/year 

Library & Church:  $238/year 

Barn:    $431/year 

Fire Department:  $1894/year 

Warehouse/Auction:  $263/year 

Cemetery:   $210/year 

Studio:    $263/year 

Highway Garage:  $1894/year 

Community Hall:  $238/year 

And be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Board reserves the right to, subject to public hearing, modify the above rates or 

include new categories of rates if a property’s use changes; and be it further 

RESOLVED, the water charge will be included annually on the property tax bill; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be filed with the Town Clerk of the Town of Bovina and a 

summary of the rates described above shall be published in the official newspaper of the Town of Bovina.   

2014-130 It was moved by Brown, seconded by Rossley to accept the water rate increase for Bovina Water 

District #1.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

2014-131 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to move the Preliminary Budget to the 

Adopted Budget for 2015.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

Supervisor Molé asked the Board if there were any comments on the RFP for the Hall Painting.  Councilman 

Rossley said that there was no lead abatement and that it was in the proposal in 2013.  Molé will look into that 

and add it if necessary.  She proposed paying for the painting with Good Neighbor Funds.  If this project is bid 

now for a price that is good for up to six months, it can be done as soon as weather allows.  The tree trimming 

is not weather dependent and can be bid and done now.  Rossley will seek estimates on gutter cleaning and 

tree removal.   
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2014-132 It was moved by Brown, seconded by Rossley to seek bids on the painting of the Community Hall to 

be awarded at the January 13, 2015 Town Board meeting with no proposals accepted after 5 PM on January 

13, 2015.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

Jeff Stafford, Delta Engineers spoke to the Board about the void under the slab on the office corner at the 

Highway Garage.  He said that there are two components, water from an undetermined source and soil quality 

down 8 to 10 feet.  He said that the water from the downspout was tested this summer and it is flowing into 

the catch basin, the water in the radiant floor system is pressurized and not the problem, and that the 

domestic water supply is fine.  The primary issue is ground water and that the corner in question was a fill site 

over a period of years.  The soil is a clay silty type soil that will compact over time.  Water was found at 10 to 

12 feet.  Water isn’t compacting the soil; it is washing the fines away.  The floor has dropped 2 to 3 inches and 

the deficit is at least 15-feet.  The proposed fix is to put foundation repair brackets in until they hit a certain 

resistance and then bring the slab back up to original elevation.  The repair brackets are spun in with an 

adjustment at the top to bring the slab up to where it was.  The office walls will be removed.  Councilman 

Brown requested that his statement about the water run-off from Bramley Mountain being a problem and that 

Councilman Wright said that the tanks in front of the building being a potential problem be added to these 

minutes.  Councilman Rossley asked if there was someone who has had similar work done in order to get their 

opinion on the solution and fix for their problem.  He doesn’t want to put $170,000, which is the estimate, in 

and have another problem.  Stafford said that the estimate is $170,000 but suggested a contingency built in for 

the unknowns and he will give Rossley contractors names for reference.  Rossley asked if the estimate takes 

into consideration that the void could go back further than 15-feet.  The legal ad will be out no later than 

January 11, 2015, to be awarded late January and the project will start mid-May.  Rossley asked if the legal ad 

would be in other papers with larger distribution.  Stafford said that he would suggest Press & Sun Bulletin in 

the Binghamton area and a paper in the Albany area.  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart asked if the Town Clerk 

handles distribution of the bids or would Delta.  Stafford said that Delta keeps a Plan Holders List, holds a pre-

bid meeting on site and there is a charge for the bid packets.  Supervisor Molé will keep the Board appraised as 

this moves forward. 

 

There was a discussion on hiring a new cleaning person for the Community Hall and Highway Garage.  

Bookkeeper Hanley said that they have to have a 1-million dollar liability policy if hired as a subcontractor.  

Hiring as a Town employee, or hiring an existing town employee can eliminate the liability policy.  The Town 

buys the cleaning supplies and could offer $12.00/13.00 per hour.  Supervisor Molé will talk to the County for a 

comparable salary.  Benefits don’t apply unless it’s a forty hour week.  Molé would like to make a decision at 

the December meeting.    

 

FINANCE ADVISOR – Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart met with the Bookkeeper and they went over the 

Budget. 

BUILDING ADVISOR – Councilman Wright has been approached about fixing the doors to the bathrooms so 

that they close.  Councilman Brown will work on this with Wright.  Wright said that the furnace in the hall 

should be looked at and cleaned with winter coming.  He asked Chad Trimbell to put a cover on an outlet in the 

basement.  The Clerk said that Chad had been in and she also had him put screws in two ceramic light fixtures 

in the bathrooms.   

TRANSFER STATION/PLAYGROUND ADVISOR – Councilman Rossley said that he is waiting for the County to 

empty the electronics box.  He said that the transfer station is improving as far as it being cleaned up.  Highway 
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Superintendent Weber said that one of the highway workers found someone removing items from the metal 

container.  Supervisor Molé will get the information from Weber and a letter will be sent to the trespassers. 

PLANNING BOARD LIASION – Councilman Brown reported that there is a sub-division on Calhoun Hill and the 

Public Hearing for that is scheduled for November 17, 2014.  Ed Weber said that there is an old road off 

Calhoun Hill concerning this sub-division that was allowing the 30-foot right-of-way.  He said that this road is 

no longer open and it is not a Town road.  Brown said that the City is buying the land and there are signs 

posted by the City that indicate that one is entering private land but no signs coming out of the City land.   

HIGHWAY REPORT – Highway Superintendent Weber said that he has received an email from NYS Department 

of Labor saying that all violations associated with the inspection at the Highway Garage have been corrected.  

He said that work on the Freightliner is on-going; once the hydraulics are installed the box will go on.  The 

welder has been repaired.  The crew continues to clean ditches, getting trucks ready for winter, putting cold 

patch down where needed, fix and clean culverts and sealed Lee Hollow.  Councilman Brown asked for the 

total cost on the Freightliner and Weber said he hadn’t done it for this month.  Councilman Wright asked 

Weber if he was going to cut the ridge and reaming the top of the cylinder.  Weber said he was.   

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS:  Jan Bray asked for the use of the School House in August for the Historical Society.  

She asked for and was granted permission for a few of the ladies in Town to use the Community Hall in the 

morning to walk when the weather is bad this winter.   

Connie Dibble said that she is concerned about the remainder of the highway building when the repair is being 

done.  She is worried about this having no warranty and all hinged on insurance and future problems.   

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.   

 

 

Catherine Hewitt, RMO 

Town Clerk   

 

 

  


