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Bovina Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

September 10, 2013 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2013 – 110 – 124 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Evelyn Stewart-Barnhart, Charles McIntosh, Mark Rossley, 

Gerald Wright, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent; Catherine Hewitt, Clerk. 

Others Present: Dick Barnhart, Bea Sohni, Ken Brown, Carol Brannen, Dick McIntosh, Shannon/Shirley 

Shoemaker, Pat Miele, Joe Gifford, Bovina Assessor; Marcelo Riera, Vince/Mary Trimbell 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the meeting at 6:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Shannon Shoemaker spoke to the Board about the Historical Society.  They have a new Board of Directors this 

year and the group has applied for 501C3 status to help with taxes on the Russell’s Store building.  The 501C3 

will allow the portion of the building not used for commercial use to be taken off the tax rolls.  Shoemaker said 

that the Historical Society owns and maintains three buildings.  The group has a fund raiser planned for 

September showing the art work of Hugh Lee.  In October there will be a Fashion Show with clothing from 

Stewart’s Department Store in Delhi.  They are also working on a camp for the kids to reenact life in a one-

room school house at the Crescent Valley school house. 

 

Assessor Joe Gifford spoke briefly about the Basic Star Exemption.  The State is having everyone reapply in an 

effort to stop those getting exemptions on more than one property. The Enhanced Star is not being changed, 

and that has an age of 65 or over to be eligible.  Residency requirements and social security numbers are 

required now for Basic Star.  The deadline to reapply will be December 31, 2013. 

 

Supervisor Molé read a card of thanks from Brooke and Peter Alderson for the Boards help for their July 4th 

celebration.  A basket of cookies was included for the Board. 

 

2013-110 It was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2013 

meeting as written.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nayes.   

 

Marcelo Riera came back before the Board to ask if he could buy the land owned by the Town so that his pool 

can stay where it is.  Supervisor Molé said that about one third of Riera’s pool is currently on Town property 

and he is required to remove the pool by September 30th.  She said the property is owned by the Septic 

District, and there is a requirement to have a certain amount of acres for septic.  It was purchased with Federal 

money when the system was put in and she is unsure if the Town can sell it. Councilman Wright asked if a 

property line adjustment could be done and if this would have to go through Planning.  Highway 

Superintendent Weber, who is Planning Chair, said that he doesn’t believe Municipal Owned Property has to 

go through Planning.  Councilman Rossley said it would be good to know if it can or cannot be sold for future 

reference.  Molé will look into this prior to the Special Meeting because the Riera’s need to have the pool off 

by September 30, 2013.  Riera said that he would like the Town to reimburse him for the bill of $200 for Steve 

Roberts Surveyor.  Supervisor Molé said that at Riera’s request, she called Roberts and she told Roberts that 

the Town was not responsible for the bill.  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said she does remember Kim Riera 

saying that they would pay the bill for the survey.  Councilman McIntosh said that the first deal was the Town 
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trucks and manpower be used and Riera pay for the excavator, and that deal fell through.  Riera said he had to 

pay the whole thing and he feels that they were railroaded.  If one party can change the deal so can the other 

party.  Councilman Rossley said there was never a deal between one party or the other.  Highway 

Superintendent Weber said that there was no deal because Riera refused it.  Wright believes that Weber said 

he couldn’t make a decision until he knew where property lines were and Riera said he would pay for the 

survey to show where the lines were. Weber said he couldn’t give an exact estimate until he knew how much 

dirt had to come out.  Molé said the Town can’t pay the bill because they didn’t request the survey.  

Councilman Rossley referenced the minutes of the June 11, 2013 meeting, bottom of page 1 of 4 and top of 

page 2 of 4.  Wright asked if it would be the worst thing if it were split.  Molé said she’s not sure the Town can.  

Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said that this is tax payer money.  Riera said that he has spent thousands to 

remove the fill, he got stuck with it and he feels that it was played dirty.  There doesn’t seem to be any 

problem that Weber took fill to his farm and other property using tax payer funds.  Wright asked what 

happened to the release forms.  Weber said he has release forms in place now.  Riera said that as a taxpayer, 

Weber’s making improvements to his property with my money, that dirt should be sold or something.  Richard 

Barnhart asked where else the Highway is supposed to dump dirt; they have always had a problem finding 

places to dump the dirt when they work the roads and clean ditches.  Riera asked about the soil dumped on 

the corner of Scutt and County 5, who dumped next to the creek.  Weber said they cleaned the culvert there 

and asked Riera what class stream it was.  Riera replied, it’s water.  Riera asked what happened to the old 

concrete from the floor of the old shop.  He asked if that was what was used in the culvert at Dorsett’s.  Weber 

said that is what was used and that if it was contaminated, it should have been marked as contaminated.  

Rossley said it was moved to the stock pile so that the Town didn’t have to pay to take it to Painted Post when 

the old shop was demolished.  Riera said that he watched a Town employee, whose car broke down, use Town 

tools for a week and then used a torch close to the office.  Then his girlfriend showed up and spent an hour 

inside.  Who is responsible if someone gets hurt.  He was using Town tools etc. that taxpayers paid for.  Riera 

said that there is a farm stand on East Bramley Mountain Road owned by Steve Burnett which is very close to 

the road.  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart asked if that was a code enforcement issue.  Supervisor Molé will 

call Dale Downin.  Riera said he wants to see what the Town will do about these things.  He feels Weber is a 

liability to the Town.  Councilman Rossley said that Riera referenced that the Board voted to take the fill out.  

He doesn’t believe there was a vote.  It was agreed that the Board would do nothing once Riera’s said they 

were going to seek legal action.  Supervisor Molé said that the Board will address the selling of the property. 

 

Kristen Jenke from the Delaware County Planning Department spoke to the Board regarding the Multi-

Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan Update.  This Plan is to identify and reduce, through cost effective 

and sustainable mitigation efforts, the vulnerability to natural and man-made hazards.  This plan has to be 

updated every five years to ensure that the communities can get FEMA money.  Jenke also said that the 

County has recently put in, on the Town’s behalf, a request for two emergency generators.  If approved, there 

will be a generator at the Highway garage as well as the Community Hall for power in the event of an 

emergency in the area. 

 

RESOLUTION #2013-111:  ADOPTION OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY MULTIJURISDICTIONAL ALL-HAZARDS 

MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE 

 

WHEREAS, Delaware County, with the assistance of Tetra Tech, Inc., has gathered information and prepared 

the Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan; and  
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WHEREAS, the Delaware County Board of Supervisors determined in Resolution 107 of 2003 that a Multi-

Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan representing all the towns and villages in Delaware County would be 

more efficient to produce than each community drafting and adopting its own; and 

WHEREAS, the Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan has been prepared in 

accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and 

WHEREAS, Delaware County is a local unit of government that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to 

comment and provide input on the Plan and the actions in the Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Delaware County and the Town of Bovina have reviewed the Plan and affirm that the Plan will be 

updated no less than every five years; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of Bovina Town Board that the Town of Bovina adopts the 

Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions in the 

Plan. 

Moved by Rossley, seconded by McIntosh to adopt the Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards 

Mitigation Plan.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nayes.  

 

Supervisor Molé   Aye 

Councilman McIntosh   Aye 

Councilman Rossley   Aye 

Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart Aye 

Councilman Wright   Aye 

 

2013-112 The GENERAL bills (110-127) for August 2013 were audited prior to the meeting and approval for 

payment was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Wright.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-113 The LIGHTING bill (8-8) for August 2013 were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment 

was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-114 The WATER bills (27-31) for August 2013 were audited prior to the meeting and approval for 

payment was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-115 The SEPTIC bills (26-31) for August 2013 were audited prior to the meeting and approval for 

payment was moved by Rossley, seconded by McIntosh.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-116 The HIGHWAY bills (97-115) for August 2013 were audited prior to the meeting and approval for 

payment was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2013-117 The GENERAL bills (128-138) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-118 The LIGHTING bill (9-9) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-119 The WATER bills (32-34) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

McIntosh, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-120 The SEPTIC bills (32-35) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Wright.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-121 The HIGHWAY bills (116-127) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé provided members of the Board a copy of the Annual Good Neighbor Fund Report for 7/1/12 

through 6/30/13.  The report shows no expenditures for the period and a balance of $76,632.53. 
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Supervisor Molé told the Board that the Annual Water Report has been completed.  She noted that this is the 

first time in twelve years that there were no violations.  The pre-application form for hardship funding for 

water upgrade reports have been sent and are available to the Board.  Of the $15,832.00, there is $8,526.00 

that will go to Bond payment and payroll.  There is no extra in this fund. 

 

Councilman Wright asked about the cap for FEMA money for the Bovina Road Bridge project.  Highway 

Superintendent Weber said that as long as the project is done to the scope of work in the Blue Book, FEMA will 

pay the cost.  Wright asked if the Town fronts the money and what is the time frame for FEMA to reimburse.  

Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said with the last FEMA Project it was a year before payment was made.  

Wright asked if the Town has the money for the project.  Supervisor Molé said that the Town does not and that 

a short term municipal loan would be necessary. The costs won’t be known until the bid opening.  Highway 

Superintendent Weber said that the stream permit from DEC for the Bovina Road Bridge Project is good until 

October 31, 2013.  He has spoken to the County and they feel confident that this can be done.   

The Bid Opening for the Bovina Road Bridge Project will be held at 10:00 AM, September 12, 2013.  

2013-122 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to hold a Special Meeting at 5:00 PM, 

September 12, 2013 at the Community Hall for the purpose of awarding the bid for the Bovina Road Bridge 

Project.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

PLAYGROUND/TRANSFER STATION ADVISOR REPORT – Councilman Rossley said that he has had a call from the 

Lawn Care Company saying that the weeds around the perimeter of the playground should be taken care of.  

Rossley said that the mulch is at the right depth in the main part of the grounds and there is filter fabric under 

that.  He said that there is the rubber mulch option which may keep the weeds down better.  That would 

require removing what is there and it will be rather expensive.  Supervisor Molé asked if he had any cost 

estimates and Rossley said that he has the measurements and cost won’t be known until the project is ready 

to be done.  Molé asked about an alternative and Rossley said staying with bark mulch.  Councilwoman 

Stewart-Barnhart asked about the money available and Rossley said there is about $2,000.  He suggested 

waiting until 2014 and using the $2,000 plus the money from this year’s budget.  Councilman McIntosh 

suggested talking to families with children who use the playground to see if they would be willing to have fund 

raisers to help offset the cost.  The Town, as well as the Community can contribute to help with this mulch 

project.  Rossley said that the paper box at the Transfer Station has been modified for Bovina with a side door 

entrance and the cardboard container is still rear load.  The Board set October 26, 2013 as Tire Day with a limit 

of 8 tires per person.  There will be flyers distributed by the operator at the station, notice on the website and 

Supervisor Molé will contact Bloomville Disposal.  Councilman McIntosh said that he noticed a charge of 

$1,897 for C&D overage and asked if people are putting things in they shouldn’t.  Rossley said it varies 

depending on what is in the compactor truck.   

 

Town Clerk Catherine Hewitt said that she has been having trouble with people not licensing their dogs.  A list 

of unlicensed dogs is given to Dog Control Officer Weber and he makes phone calls which bring in a few.  She 

said that Councilman McIntosh wanted to put more “teeth” in the Dog Law and that didn’t get done.  Most of 

the surrounding Towns have a fine structure for each month the dog is unlicensed.  She will bring back more 

information as well as recommendations to the Board.   

 

FINANCE ADVISOR REPORT – Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said she talked with Bookkeeper Joe Hanley 

about bonding money for the Bovina Road Bridge.  She said they discussed the Ambit Energy bills and the rates 

are higher.  She said that if the Town isn’t going to get the lower rates, they should shop around.  Councilman 
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McIntosh said that Bookkeeper Hanley said that he didn’t get the letters from Ambit to keep the Town on the 

lower rates, but he did because he gave them to him.  Stewart-Barnhart said she will have Hanley contact the 

Ambit representatives, Dave Osterhoudt and Karen Clifford.  She also said that the metering of the commercial 

water district users will lower their septic bills not the water bills.  Supervisor Molé said that the question has 

come up that the Community Hall and the Highway Garage have historically never been charged for water.  

She and the bookkeeper have discussed this and these two places should be added and pay a water bill.  

Councilman Rossley asked if they are included in the count of the 58 users and Molé said she is unsure but 

they pay septic charge they should be paying for water.        

 

HIGHWAY ADVISOR REPORT – Councilman Wright said he has seen that Reinertsen Hill and Burns Road have 

both been worked.  He asked about the flooding on Ford Road and if it was passable, Highway Superintendent 

Weber said that it was.  He asked about flooding on Bob Hall and if that road and Scutt have been worked yet.  

Weber said that neither has been done yet this season.  Wright said that he had a letter from a member of the 

community asking that as the Board works on the 2014 budget a dollar amount be considered for dust control.  

That letter is copied at the end of these minutes. 

 

BUILDINGS ADVISOR REPORT – Councilman McIntosh said that Dick Brannen has fixed two lights on the main 

floor and has installed the light from the Clerk’s office downstairs.  The lights on the stage have been fixed as 

well as spindles on the porch.  McIntosh said that someone hit the deck out front and they repaired it 

themselves.  He noted that the hall is being used and said that there had been discussion on cleaning or 

replacing the carpet on the stage.  

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT – Supervisor Weber said that when construction starts on the Bovina 

Road Bridge, the road will be closed.  The Engineer is confident that the job can be done in the time allotted.  

Weber said that the slide-in sander for the 2009 truck has been ordered and the controls will be ordered 

separately for around $2,000.  He is looking at electric over hydraulic because everything will be outside the 

cab.  Councilman Wright asked if Weber has talked to anyone who has electric and if the wires will be 

susceptible to corrosion.  Weber said with proper insulation everything should be fine.  Councilman McIntosh 

asked if the $2,000 includes the installation.  Weber said it does not, they will do the installation in house.  

Weber said that the Town of Andes has expressed an interest in the wing tower on the 1988 dump truck.  

There could possibly be a trade as Andes has a pan for the 2009 and Andes will take the 1988 to Oneonta for 

scrap.  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart asked if the truck was worth more as scrap than to sell.  Weber said he 

isn’t sure what the price of scrap is now.  Weber said that they have replaced 18 culverts with CHIPS money.  

Some of them were rotted out and some were too small.  LaFever Excavating was hired to help replace two 

culverts on Lee Hollow.  The stream on Weber Road was cleaned out by the Town and the material was taken 

to Weber’s farm.  Weber said that if anyone has someplace to put fill when ditches or streams are cleaned out 

to let him know.   

Superintendent Weber said that he has asked permission to rent a backhoe if the Town’s breaks down and no 

answer was given by the Board.  Councilman Wright asked if the Town could buy Lester Stewart’s backhoe.  

The discussion was that Stewart will most likely keep his backhoe.  Councilman McIntosh asked if the Town 

rents a backhoe will the Town crew run it.  Weber said that they would.   

2013-123 It was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley to approve Highway Superintendent Weber 

rent a backhoe in the event the Town backhoe breaks down.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

Weber said that he will be getting the hydro-seeder to be used where ditch and culvert work caused soil to be 

disturbed.  The Highway Department will be paving from County Route 6 up East Bramley Mountain Road to 
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just beyond the Jack Burns farm.  Weber said that there should be a check from CHIPS for $41,583 coming 

soon.  There is $143,000 left in CHIPS money.    CHIPS money will be used to pave the beginning of Crescent 

Valley Road after the Bovina Road Bridge is done.  Weber said that they will be putting gravel on other Roads 

as time and weather permits.  Councilman Wright asked if Weber was done with the mowing and Weber said 

they have done everything except about two miles on Bigger Hollow.  Councilman McIntosh asked if Cape Horn 

Road would get dust control when the Bovina Road Bridge is being rebuilt and Weber said that it will.  

 

Councilman Rossley said he was asked by the Church Newsletter Committee to give an update on Town Board 

news.  In his statement, he asked for donations of basketballs for use by the playground.  He checked with the 

Bookkeeper and it is okay for people to donate things like this to the Town. 

 

Councilman Wright said he has talked with Water Superintendent Choquette about the water usage by the 

renters of the Hilson dairy barn on Creamery Road.  Wright said that his feelings are that renters are very 

wasteful and they need to conserve.  Supervisor Molé said she will talk with the owner of the property, Tom 

Hilson.  Highway Superintendent Weber said that Cooperative Extension has the means to tell how much 

water animals use. 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS – Ken Brown asked if the 12” culvert near his property on Brush Hollow is on the 

CHIPS replacement list.  Highway Superintendent Weber said it is not but when people let him know he can 

add to the list.   

Vince Trimbell said that a lot of dirt was taken from Cape Horn Road that didn’t need to be and that cost the 

taxpayers a lot of money all for the betterment of Mr. Weber.  He said that Weber had a manure pit going in 

and his sons house.  Deputy Highway Superintendent Barnhart said that in regards to fill, there has been a 

problem with places to put fill for as long as he can remember.  He asked where the Highway Department is 

supposed to put fill.  Councilman McIntosh said that it is important to start getting permission from people for 

fill.  Barnhart said that in regards to employees doing work at the Highway Garage on their personal vehicles, 

that has been done for years.  Councilman Rossley asked that it be put on record that Marcelo Riera has used 

Town tools on his personal vehicles.  Councilman McIntosh said that things have changed, now it’s a liability 

issue.  Highway Superintendent Weber said he will talk with the employee and see what happened and he 

agreed that the torch shouldn’t have been used.   

 

2013-124 It was moved by McIntosh, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to reappoint D. Joe Gifford as Sole 

Assessor for a term of six years, October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2019.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Catherine Hewitt 

Clerk 

 

 


