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Bovina Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

October 8, 2013 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2013 – 128 – 138 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Evelyn Stewart-Barnhart, Mark Rossley, Charles McIntosh, 

Gerald Wright, Members of Council; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent; Catherine Hewitt, Clerk 

Others Present: Ken/Kevin Brown, Brian McIntosh, Vince/Mary Trimbell, Dick Barnhart, Pat Miele, Bea Sohni 

(arrived at 6:43), Marcelo Riera (arrived at 7:42), Kevin Rossley (arrived at 7:42) 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the meeting at 6:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

2013-128 It was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Rossley to approve the minutes of the September 10, 

2013 meeting as written.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-129 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to approve the minutes of the Special 

Meeting of September 12, 2013 as amended.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2013-130 The GENERAL bills (139-152) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by McIntosh, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-131 The LIGHTING bill (10-10) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Wright.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-132 The WATER bills (35-39) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by McIntosh.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-133 The SEPTIC bills (36-40) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Wright, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.  

2013-134 The HIGHWAY bills (128-144) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé said that Tire Day has been set for October 26, 2013.  There is a limit of 8 tires per person.   

 

Bookkeeper Joe Hanley has recommended that Supervisor Molé start the process of getting a Revenue 

Anticipation Note for $200,000 for the Bovina Road Bridge.  She said that she will have to hire Council to assist 

her in the process.   

2013-135 It was moved by Rossley, seconded by Stewart-Barnhart to have Supervisor Molé move ahead with 

securing a Revenues Anticipation Note for the Bovina Road Bridge.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

Highway Superintendent Weber said that he has finally received answers on payment on the Bovina Road 

Bridge.  Due to the pre-existing condition of the bridge, FEMA will reimburse 67%.  SEMO will pay 25% of that 

67%.  The Town will be responsible for the remainder which will be $107,596.33.  CHIPS money will be used for 

the Towns portion.  The engineering costs are reimbursable.  The interest and bonding council may be expenses 

that are not reimbursable. 
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Supervisor Molé read a Thank You note from the Delaware County Fair & 5K Run Committee for Bovina’s 

donation of $100 for the 5K Run. 

 

Budget Director Joe Hanley told the Board that there is no tax increase in the 2014 Tentative Budget.  He 

cautioned the Board that the County Board is looking at a very difficult year budget wise and keeping the Town 

Budget down will help offset quite a substantial raise in the County Budget.  Councilman Rossley said that he is 

nervous about no raise and having to have a substantial jump in the future.  Councilman McIntosh asked about 

the Code Enforcement and Dog Control being done on a per case pay schedule instead of salary.  Hanley said he 

can look into that but it may be hard to find someone interested in either job if that is done.   Councilwoman 

Stewart-Barnhart is concerned that the fund balance for unemployment is low.   

2013-136 It was moved by Wright, seconded by McIntosh to move the 2014 Tentative Budget to the 2014 

Preliminary Budget.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

2013-137 It was moved by Stewart-Barnhart, seconded by Wright to hold a Public Hearing on the 2014 

Preliminary Budget on Wednesday, November 6, 2013 at 6:00 PM.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Marcelo Riera talked with his wife about the Town selling the Town land his pool is on to them so that they can 

leave their pool where it is.  He asked if there was any idea as to the cost involved for them to purchase the 

land.  Supervisor Molé said that she has talked with the Town Attorney regarding this and he estimated no more 

than $1,000 for legal fees.  She said it looks like it’s 0.28 acres and ballpark for that is $1,900.  Together, the 

price is $2,900.  The Riera’s will also have to add in the cost of the appraisal of the land and professional survey 

for the new deed description.  Riera said it’s not worth it to him, he’ll just move the pool.  Molé asked Riera if 

the land were cheaper and a boundary line adjustment were done would they be interested and he said no, it’s 

still cheaper for him to move the pool.  Molé said that a Municipality can’t just sell land there is a process that 

has to be gone through.  Councilman Wright said that Molé has done a lot to try to make this happen.  He also 

said that the Town wouldn’t gain anything from this because the money has to be paid back to CWC.  Riera 

asked if he could leave the pool there until spring, saying the pool is unused now and won’t be used again until 

late April or early May.  Wright asked if it could be covered, he’s not opposed to leaving it there but the Town 

has some exposure.  Molé said she isn’t opposed to a few months but doesn’t want it there until May.  

Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said she agrees with giving them until January 1, 2014, but they need to take 

all the water out immediately.   

2013-138 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Stewart to allow Marcelo Riera to leave the pool where it is, 

partially on Town land, until January 1, 2014 and remove all water from the pool immediately.  

  Supervisor Molé   Aye 

  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart Aye 

  Councilman McIntosh   Abstained 

  Councilman Wright   Aye 

  Councilman Rossley   Aye 

 

Marcelo Riera asked if there was any follow up on the issues he brought up in September.  Supervisor Molé said 

that there is not.  He asked if anyone is looking at the farm stand in the ROW.  Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart 

said that the farm stand is on skids and not a permanent structure.  Councilman Wright said that if it’s in the 

ROW maybe there should be a Certificate of Insurance.  Molé said she will speak with the Code Enforcement 

Officer.  Councilman McIntosh said that the Burnett property was part of a subdivision, that there is a 60-ft. 

ROW and it was Highway Superintendent Weber’s job to look into this.  He said that when Vince Trimbell had 
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logs in the ROW on Cape Horn Weber made them move them.  Highway Superintendent Weber said that the 

farm stand isn’t in the roadway; it’s on the road side.  Riera said that the owner of the property came to his 

house and talked about what was said at the meeting and he feels this is not professional.  If he has an issue he 

should come here and talk to him not at his home.  Councilman Rossley asked Riera what made Burnett come to 

him.  Riera said someone told Burnett what was said at the meeting.  Rossley asked if that was valid.  Riera said 

that if he has a problem he should come here not at his house.  Supervisor Molé and Rossley both said that the 

monthly meetings are open, public meetings.  Rossley said that he asked the Code Enforcement Officer Dale 

Downin if he’d had any request to look at the farm stand and Downin said he had not. Molé said she will contact 

Downin.   

 

HIGHWAY ADVISOR – Councilman Wright said that he talked with the employee from Steven’s Excavating who is 

working on the Bovina Road Bridge.  He was told that there may be a hold up with the decking for the bridge.  It 

is preformed concrete and will be brought in in three pieces.  They will probably bring in a crane to set the 

pieces.  Wright has had a report that when the Excavating Crew isn’t there, cars are using the temporary pass 

that was set up for the crews use.  This is a liability to the Town and a sign should be put up stating no use of the 

bridge.  Wright went to Bigger Hollow because he had a call about a sluice pipe which looks like it was hit on one 

end and the pipe looks plugged.  There is a large pool of water at one end when it rains.  He said it is about a 

quarter of a mile in from Cabin Hill side.  Highway Superintendent Weber said that Andes comes in on the Cabin 

Hill side for a ways, that sluice pipe has been like that for quite a while and it is an Andes Highway pipe.  Wright 

said he went up Bob Hall Road and it looks like new gravel was put down recently.   

 

FINANCE ADVISOR – Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said she met with Bookkeeper Joe Hanley and they 

discussed the 2014 Budget. 

 

BUILDINGS – Councilman McIntosh said that he has found the lights on a couple of times recently.  He has 

noticed that the rug on the stage area has gotten much dirtier and asked about cleaning it or replacing it.  It was 

noted that it would be a good idea to have the upholstered chairs cleaned because they have gotten very dirty.  

The Clerk will get a list of carpet dealers and McIntosh will get an estimate on replacing the carpet on the stage.   

 

PLAYGROUND/TRANSFER STATION – Councilman Rossley had a sample of the rubber mulch for the Board to look 

at.  His said that the cost for rubber mulch would be $8,000 and wood mulch would be between $2,000 and 

$2,500.  The cost for rubber mulch installed would be $17,710 and for wood chips installed would be $8,160.  He 

suggests removing all the mulch down to the filter fabric, replace fabric if needed.  Spray to kill off the weed 

problem, put the mulch back and add mulch needed.  He said that in the past the Town Highway trucked in the 

mulch and the men spread it around.  Councilman McIntosh said that the County sprays the roadsides around 

the reservoir and suggested Rossley talk to them to see if they use something more environmentally safe.  

Rossley noted that there has been a new basketball donated by Jim and Peg Hilson for use at the playground.   

Councilman Rossley spent a morning at the Transfer Station and picked up seven people needing permits which 

he gave to the Clerk.  He said that the area of the C&D box has become more hazardous and the box needs to be 

pulled out and be free standing until the Town decides on concrete barriers and a slab or what they want to do.  

He noted that people are bringing mattresses and couches and throwing them in to the C&D bin.  Supervisor 

Molé asked why these items are being brought in and Rossley said that the Operator has been told it isn’t their 

job to fight with people.  Councilman McIntosh asked if every Transfer Station takes C&D as it seems this is being 

abused.  Rossley said that some don’t anymore and Andes are going to a permit system.  He said it could be 
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changed to allow less per visit but what we have now isn’t being enforced.  Molé suggested pulling the C&D bin 

out, giving that a chance and looking at the costs.  McIntosh thought that the last time the Transfer Station was 

negotiated it said the Operator had to be more vigilant on where things go.  Rossley said that the owner said if 

they have to enforce things he wouldn’t sign the contract.  He read from the contract “….operator will 

courteously indicate where items are to go at the facility…”  Rossley will go talk with Bloomville Disposal but the 

C&D is an issue and the bin needs to be pulled out before October 12, 2013.  The County will have to come in 

and move the bin because it is half full.  It will be moved up next to the metal container.  It was noted that the 

Transfer Station Contract is up in 2014.   

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT – Highway Superintendent Weber talked with the operator from Steven’s 

Excavating about the Bovina Road Bridge Project and the bridge is on schedule.  In regards to the by-pass, 

Weber said he has stopped and put the barricades up when he finds them down and when he comes back 

they’re down again.  The road is officially closed which means people are traveling through the by-pass at their 

own risk.  Councilwoman Stewart suggested having the contractor put the excavators across to block off the by-

pass.  Weber had a copy of the Release Form for property owners who want fill from the Town for the Board to 

look at.  There is a Highway and Public Works Expo in Syracuse on October 16th and he would like to take the 

crew to that.  Weber said that there has been discussion on tonka blocks and a concrete slab at the Transfer 

Station by the C&D container.  He said there are steel I-beams taken out at the bridge project, which could be 

reused as part of a barricade wall by the C&D bin.  In regards to the Hazard Mitigation Program, the Towns are 

being encouraged to get generators for buildings that could be used as shelters.  He is pursuing that and 

handling the paperwork involved.  He is also doing the necessary paperwork for the OCS Program for 

government surplus property.  Weber said he has seven roads left to do for this year.  He has been working ditch 

to ditch which requires more time but the roads are holding up better.  Gravel is being put on the roads where 

needed.  Councilman Wright asked about the repair of the Mack for an oil spill, saying it looked like a lot of oil.  

Weber said it was only down a gallon.  Councilman McIntosh asked if the seven roads left to be worked is the 

first time worked this year.  To which Weber responded it is.  McIntosh said he looked at the bridge and there 

were two portions of trees in the roads.  Weber said they were removed.  McIntosh asked if Weber is using the 

by-pass.  To which Weber said he is as guilty as everyone else but that it is at his own risk.  McIntosh said that 

Weber is setting an example.  McIntosh asked Weber the date of the storm when the Fire Department was 

called in to help.  Weber said it was May 28th and 29th.   

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

Ken Brown asked for clarification that Supervisor Molé will be the initial contact for the Code Enforcement 

Officer.  Molé said she would be.   Brown presented a 5X8 flag to the Board from he and his wife.  This flag was 

flown over the U.S. Capitol on April 8, 2002 at the request of the Honorable Marge Roukema, Member of 

Congress.   

Vince Trimbell said that the Church News Bulletin shouldn’t be used for political purpose.  These are his feelings 

and others have said that also.  Councilman Rossley asked Trimbell what his statement was in reference to.  

Trimbell said that the article said that the roads had been done, some twice and that’s not true.  Rossley said he 

stands corrected and he thought they had been done.  The Clerk said that she had worked on the Newsletter in 

the past and that it was set up to be a Church and Community Newsletter, that articles were always put in from 

the other local organizations.   

Kevin Brown asked if there was any consideration about using the existing wall at the Transfer Station.  

Councilman Wright said that it is a big drop.  Councilman Rossley said it isn’t safe.  Brown said that someone can 
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drop something on their heads trying to get it up and into the bin.  Councilwoman Stewart asked about an end 

load bin and Rossley said that is a possibility but then the bins can’t be filled.  Councilman Wright said that the 

newspaper bin is blocked off to which Rossley said that it doesn’t get filled up.  Rossley said that he will talk to 

Sue McIntyre at the Delaware County Landfill.   

Councilman McIntosh said that he has the letters from Ambit that were opened when he got them and the other 

day he had two more in his mailbox.  He said it was in the minutes that Stewart-Barnhart would take care of this.  

Councilwoman Stewart-Barnhart said this is why the guaranteed savings wasn’t redone and she will look into it.  

McIntosh said that is exactly why.   

 

2013-139 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley to approve the Release to Owner Form for Highway to 

give fill to property owners who want it.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:18 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Catherine Hewitt 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 

         

 

 


