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Bovina Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

July 10, 2012 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2012 – 101 – 110 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor; Evelyn Stewart, Mark Rossley, Charles McIntosh, Gerald 

Wright, Council; Catherine Hewitt, Town Clerk; Edward Weber, Highway Superintendent (arrived at 6:02PM) 

 

Others Present: Vince/Mary Trimbell, Richard Barnhart, Ken Brown, Josh Choquette-Water Superintendent, 

Deanna Stewart, Pat Miele, Susan Marshall, Craig MacMillan 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the meeting at 6 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Josh Choquette, Water Superintendent, came to the Board to discuss the major issues plaguing the Water 

District and to ask for their help in finding a solution.  The State is requiring more classroom training as well as 

other rules and regulations.  The Town will be forced to hire a second operator if the use of surface water is 

continued.  If a second well is drilled to back up the first one and the Town switches to a two well system, it 

would require the single operator, and the continuing education is less.  The cost to replace and/or repair the 

existing system is prohibitive.  Supervisor Molé said that the Board needs to make some decisions on the water 

system when the budget is being put together for 2013 and that they would need to work with the 

Department of Health and an engineer to look at the possibility of going to a two well system.  Choquette said 

that because of the issues with the system and the documentation on the issues, the Town is at the top of the 

list as far as grants are concerned.  Matt Currey from the Department of Health works with these types of 

issues and can assist with trying to obtain grants.  Councilman McIntosh said that as a user of the water 

system, this is scary and he agrees with Molé that professional help should be sought.  Councilman Wright 

asked how deep the existing well is (225-feet), and how many gallons per minute it provides (24-gpm).  He 

asked how Choquette switches from the surface water system to the well system.  Choquette said that he has 

to go to the second building and manually turn it on and off.  Wright asked if the existing well at 24-gpm can 

sustain the Town and Choquette said that it would and that the second well is there for backup.  Wright asked 

if the Town has the property to drill a second well.  McIntosh said that would be the reason to seek 

professional help.  Wells side by side would draw out of the same aquifer.  Wright asked if this will be a well 

like a household would use and Choquette said that as far as he knows it is.  Molé said that we’re being 

regulated out and the Board needs a plan.  She asked if the second well option would be allowed and 

Choquette said that it shouldn’t be an issue it is what DOH wanted from the beginning.  Councilman Rossley 

asked if these issues weren’t the same ones that were a problem a year ago and Molé said that they were.  

Rossley asked if the current system runs if the power goes out and it does not.  Choquette said that there is no 

generator and the system is gravity fed so whatever is in the reservoir is what can be used and will last for 2 to 

2 ½ days.  That gives him time to get power to the system.  Ken Brown asked if there is a difference between 

what is required and what is wanted with the State regulations and there is no guarantee that they won’t 

come back with more regulations every year.  Choquette said that most likely there will continue to be more 

and more regulations every year.  Brown asked what the consequences are if the Town doesn’t comply.  

Choquette said that they will shut the system down and pull his operator’s license, as well as, impose fines.  
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Wright asked if things would be okay until September and Choquette said that he could go to the well if 

necessary.  Molé said that DOH is aware of the problems and is working on them.  She added that it sounds 

like the DOH is pushing the Town to drill a second well.  Rossley asked if the parts to repair what is wrong now 

will be in on July 11th and is that the reason that the system was switched to the well.  Choquette said it is 

because he can’t chlorinate until he repairs the lines.  Molé said that the Board needs to come up with a plan 

early in September.   

 

2012-101 It was moved by McIntosh, seconded by Rossley to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2012 

meeting as amended.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

Councilwoman Stewart felt that the bill from Jones Specialty Services Group (Abstract #7, Page #1, Bill #21) 

was vague.  There is a charge of $225.00 for 5.  She questioned whether that is 5 hours or 5 days.  She feels 

that there needs to be more information.   

 

2012-102 The GENERAL bills (87-102) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by McIntosh, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

2012-103 The LIGHTING bill (7-7) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Stewart, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2012-104 The WATER bills (24-25) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Wright, seconded by McIntosh.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2012-105 The SEPTIC bills (17-25) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Rossley, seconded by Stewart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 

2012-106 The HIGHWAY bills (87-102) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

It was noted that the election Inspector costs are reimbursed by the County. 

 

Supervisor Molé said that – 

- a rebate check in the amount of $1,189.60 was received from the Town Insurance carrier.  This is 

in addition to the reduction in cost for 2012. 

- The City approved the amended Septic budget. 

2012-107 It was moved by McIntosh, seconded by Wright to accept the amended Septic Budget.  The original 

budget was $39,771.00 and the revised is $85,441.67.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   

 The update on the septic system as of 6/28/12 is attached. 

  

2012-108 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley to approve the payment of all necessary bills in August 

and the August meeting will be cancelled.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.   
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- Delaware County Planning needs to hold a meeting with members of the Town Board as well as 

Planning Board, Fire and EMS personnel in regards to updating the Delaware County Hazard 

Mitigation Plan.  This needs to be done to qualify for FEMA funding and Bovina will have a chapter. 

Councilman Rossley asked if there is something from the past that can be looked at.  Supervisor 

Molé said that she will ask that a copy be at the meeting.  The meeting was set for Tuesday, July 

17, 2012 at 6 PM. 

- the bridge on Bovina road is 7” short of being a bridge making it a culvert.  Wayne Reynolds from 

Delaware County DPW is optimistic that an appeal can be filed with FEMA and they may pay 75%.  

This project is not going to be done this year.  Once the repair is complete, the County will take 

over the bridge.   

- A constituent asked about street lighting on the corner of NYS Route 28 and County Highway 6.  

The response from Wayne Reynolds, Delaware County DPW is attached.  

- Spoke with the Town Attorney in regards to the annual contract for the Humane Society.  The 

Town is still responsible without this contract.  The cost is $40.00 daily but in most instances the 

dog owners pick up the animal and the cost is their responsibility.   

2012-109 It was moved by Wright, seconded by Rossley to enter into the Humane Society Contract.  All in 

favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

- The Bovina Library will be having a 95th Anniversary Celebration on July 21st in conjunction with the 

Annual Town Wide Lawn Sale.  They would like to close Maple Avenue for the day and the Board 

does not feel that that would be a good idea due to the Fire and EMS Department needing 

accessibility. 

- Asked Ed Rossley for a quote to take care of the areas around the pump stations.  The quote is in 

the amount of $50.00 per time for all three areas.  This expense will be included in the operation 

of the septic.  Councilman Rossley said he spoke with Carla Dougherty and she asked that no trees 

be removed. 

2012-110 It was moved by Stewart, seconded by Wright to accept the quote of $50.00 per mow not to exceed 

$200.00 per month.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

HIGHWAY RPORT 

Councilman Wright said that he has traveled some of the roads and feels that they are in good shape overall.  

There are some potholes but relatively few.  He had a report that Scutt Mountain has some pot holes and he 

will look into that.  He has been asked if the use of cold patch makes it impossible to use the grader.  Highway 

Superintendent Weber said that it did not; it depends on how deep you go.  He also said that Scutt Mountain 

has been worked. 

 

Councilman Rossley said that he talked with Mike Jonker from LVDV Operations.  It has been recommended 

that when someone is hired locally to work with the septic system, a basic tool set be purchased.  Jonker will 

recommend what is needed.  Councilman Wright said that Lamont should provide the tools as it will be their 

employee.  Rossley said that tools would be covered under Maintenance and Operations. 

 

TRANSFER/PLAYGROUND REPORT 

Councilman Rossley said that he contacted Bloomville Disposal regarding the metal container.  A smaller 

container will be placed at the Transfer Station on July 16th.  Rossley clipped a few branches that were hanging 
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over the Transfer Station sign.  He said that the County will send someone up to palletize the electronics box.  

The operator has been mowing the grass when he has the time.   

Rossley cut some branches hanging over one of the benches at the playground as well as a couple by Brush 

Cemetery.  There have been inquiries about a Dead End, Children at Play or a Playground sign for Maple 

Avenue due to kids going across to the ball field or using the basketball net which is outside the playground 

fence.  Rossley will look into this and bring it back in September.   

 

BUILDINGS REPORT 

Councilman McIntosh said that he needs to get an electrician in to look at the third light on the stage.  The 

group from the production company, Belladonna Productions used the hall quite a lot through June.  He asked 

if a donation was made and the Clerk said that she received $300.00 from them.   

 

FINANCE REPORT 

Councilwoman Stewart said that she met with the Bookkeeper.  They discussed the revised Septic Budget.  She 

said that $19,631.41 has been received from SEMO.  The Bookkeeper is up to the 2010 report for Delaware 

County and should finish it in the next couple of weeks.  He will then move on to 2011 and 2012.  Stewart said 

that three of the NYSE&G bills have still not been switched over to Ambit.  Councilman McIntosh said that he 

spoke with Jay Renner, Ambit Representative and he needs the account numbers.  Stewart will have the 

bookkeeper get that information to McIntosh.  Stewart said that it has been brought to her attention that the 

Fire Department fuels their trucks at the highway garage and she asked if the Town is reimbursed.  McIntosh 

said that it’s been done for 50 years and he doesn’t think it’s reimbursed.  Highway Superintendent Weber said 

that according to the OGS (Office of General Services) it is supposed to be billed, but has never been.  

McIntosh said that the gallons used are written down.  Weber said if there’s an audit, it could be a problem.  

Councilman Wright said that it’s a volunteer department which raises money through fund raisers and the 

Town shouldn’t expect them to do more fund raisers.  Stewart said that’s not what’s expected, the Fire 

Department has a budget.  Supervisor Molé will look into this. 

 

Supervisor Molé said that a letter from the Health Insurance Company indicates that a 10% increase can be 

expected for next year.   

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Highway Superintendent Weber said that the bridge on Bovina Road hasn’t moved.  There has been an 

emergency permit given to the Highway Department to repair a headwall on a culvert on Miller Ave.  CHIPS 

will pay if replacement of the culvert is done next year.  Councilman McIntosh questioned CHIPS money being 

used for culvert replacement.  Weber said it can if the project is phased.  The supporting wall is Phase I and the 

culvert replacement will be Phase II.  The crew has been working some of the roads.  Things are very dry and 

rain is needed for salt/calcium to work.  They have stopped doing roads temporarily because it’s so dry.  

Weber has hired Charles Culbertson as a laborer.  He has a Class B and will need to take a road test to obtain a 

Class B with air brake.  The ’95 International needs new rear springs.  Weber has been asked about a stop sign 

for Townsend Road where it intersects with Lee Hollow.  The Board needs to do a resolution for this.  The crew 

has been mowing the roadsides.  A resident on Tunis wanted the Town to pay for a forsythia that was mowed 

in roadside mowing.  Weber told her the bush was in the 60’ R-O-W.  McIntosh said that five new stop signs 
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have been ordered recently, and asked if they are being stolen.  Weber said that new regulations made it 

necessary to replace those that were worn out.   

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

 

Pat Miele said that a statement she wrote and asked her daughter to read at the June Town Board meeting 

was never meant to leave her daughters hands.  The statement was not a letter, it was not addressed to 

anyone, and was not meant to be put in the minutes.  Miele wanted it removed from the minutes.  Supervisor 

Molé said that it was approved as part of the minutes and should stand. 

 

Craig McMillan, a resident of Beaver Road said that there has been an extensive amount of work done on Cape 

Horn Road.  He feels that it’s wider than Route 28 and asked why so much work has been done on this road for 

9 full time residents.  Boggs Road has also had extensive work done and there are 2 full time residents on that 

road.  He asked for an accounting of the work done on Cape Horn and Boggs Road.  Highway Superintendent 

Weber said that the Highway Department has an obligation to make the roads safe and with the bridge on 

Bovina Road closed, Cape Horn has to accommodate extra traffic.  Councilman Rossley said that he has looked 

at the work done on Cape Horn.  When the full R-O-W is maintained, there isn’t the issue of mowing a 

residents bush, or having twenty year old trees in the R-O-W.  Vince Trimbell asked when a report on the cost 

of repair to Cape Horn can be expected.  Supervisor Molé said that one will be put together.   

 

Highway Superintendent Weber asked the Board if they authorized Chuck McIntosh to investigate his personal 

business.  Councilman McIntosh said that he asked as a representative of the Town.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Catherine Hewitt 

Town Clerk/Collector 

 

 

 

 

 


