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Bovina Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

December 13, 2011 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 2011 – 127 – 136 

 

Board Members Present: Tina Molé, Supervisor, Charles McIntosh, Kenneth Brown, Evelyn Stewart, Mary 

Joan Robson, Members of Council; Catherine Hewitt, Town Clerk 

 

Absent: Robert Burgin, Highway Superintendent 

 

Others Present: Joe Gifford, Assessor; Gerald Wright, Brian McIntosh, Mark Rossley, Roger McIntosh, 

Vince/Mary Trimbell, Carol Brannen 

 

Supervisor Molé opened the meeting at 6 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Supervisor Molé asked the Assessor Joe Gifford to give the board an update on the work he has been doing 

on the Bovina Tax Roll.  Gifford gave the Board members a copy of where things stand with his data 

collection for the Town.  He estimates that the collection process is at about 60% complete.  He suggests that 

the Board start asking questions now about a re-evaluation.  It is very expensive but there are options.  One 

company gave him an estimate of about $32,000 and another company said it could be between $60,000 and 

$90,000.  Another option is a state assisted re-evaluation where they work with Gifford.  The Board needs to 

look at where the money will come from.  Councilman Brown is concerned about the Town not being able to 

handle this cost wise, so it needs to be addressed.  Councilwoman Robson asked if assessments can be 

adjusted yearly once the re-evaluation is complete.  Gifford said that after this process is complete, the 

assessor can update as building permits come in.  Gifford said that once the re-evaluation is complete, the 

100% rate will go into effect.   

 

2011-127 It was moved by Brown, seconded by Stewart to approve the November 16, 2011 minutes as 

amended.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Councilwoman Robson said that she meant to thank Steve Roberts and Cooperative Extension for their help 

with the mushroom issue on the playground recently. 

 

2011-128 The GENERAL bills (150-165) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by Stewart, seconded by Robson.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2011-129 The LIGHTING bill (12-12) was audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by Robson, seconded by Stewart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2011-130 The WATER bills (43-45) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved 

by McIntosh, seconded by Brown.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 
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2011-131 The SEPTIC bills (34-35) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was moved by 

Robson, seconded by Stewart.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2011-132 The HIGHWAY bills (161-174) were audited prior to the meeting and approval for payment was 

moved by McIntosh, seconded by Robson.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

2011-133 It was moved by Stewart, seconded by Robson for Supervisor Molé to sign the 2011 Contract with 

The Delaware County Planning Department.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.  The cost will remain the same at 

$3,500. 

 

The Organizational Meeting of the Board will be 6:00 PM on January 10, 2012 followed by the Regular 

Monthly meeting.  Annual audit of the Bookkeepers books will be at 5:00 PM.  The Clerk will put a legal ad in 

the Delaware County Times. 

 

Supervisor Molé and Highway Superintendent Burgin met with the Town Insurance Representative for the 

annual underwriting survey for the Town.  It was noted that there are no fire/smoke detectors in the Town 

Hall and Highway Garage, no face shields, gloves or an eye wash station at the water plant, no safety barrier 

next to the C&D dumpster, lack of a prior written notice law and no log of prior written notices received by 

the Town, the fence around playground should be sealed, all employees should receive annual training in 

Sexual Harassment and Equal Employment/Anti-Discrimination policies, and the Town Hall lacks emergency 

lighting.   

 

Supervisor Molé said that the electronics box will be placed at the Transfer Station at the beginning of 2012. 

 

Supervisor Molé thanked Mary Joan Robson for her service to the Town as Councilwoman for four years and 

also Ken Brown for his service as Councilman for eight years.  Robson and Brown were presented with 

Certificates.   

 

2011-134  

WHEREAS, the box culvert on Bovina Road at the intersection of Crescent Valley Road has deteriorated to a 

point that it is no longer considered safe for legal loads, and 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioner of Public Works has looked at the structure with the Superintendent of 

Highways, and has recommended that the structure be posted with a lower maximum weight limit and 

reduced to a one lane structure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the structure be posted with a weight limit of fifteen tons and the 

width posted as a lone lane bridge pursuant to Article 41, Section 1660 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, of the 

State of New York. 

12/13/11        Tina B. Molé 

          Supervisor 

         Mary Joan Robson 

         Kenneth Brown 

         Charles McIntosh 

         Evelyn Stewart 

          Council 
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This culvert has an estimated cost of $241,000 to repair and needs a weekly inspection due to its current 

condition.  Councilman McIntosh said that this weight limit post needs to be done to protect the Town.  It 

was moved by Stewart, seconded by Brown to accept the Resolution.  All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Supervisor Molé read a letter of resignation effective January 1, 2012 from Deputy Highway Superintendent 

Brian McIntosh.  Attached.   

 

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE – Councilman McIntosh said that he met with Highway Superintendent Burgin.  The 

equipment is ready to go for the winter; sand is in place at the garage.  Burgin has been working with FEMA 

on the box culvert as well as other projects.  There will be $81,000 for Bovina from FEMA when the projects 

are completed.  There has been over $300,000 from FEMA for Bovina projects over the last few years.  There 

were three projects completed from Hurricane Irene and Lee storms; they totaled $89,740.  Burgin 

recommended to the Town that FEMA money be set aside if future money is not forthcoming.  FEMA 

projects are usually 75% FEMA, 12 ½ % State and 12 ½ % Community.  If the box culvert project goes through, 

it will be 75% FEMA and 25% State.  FEMA is willing to put it through as a one-time disaster.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Councilwoman Stewart met with Bookkeeper Joe Hanley.  There is concern about 

the General Fund which will be very tight for 2012.   

 

BUIDING/GROUNDS COMMITTEE – Councilman Brown said that the Library asked for the use of the 

Community Hall for one day and evening.  They were in the Hall on Friday setting up and Brown feels that 

groups should ask for set-up time if they need it.   

 

Supervisor Molé said that she made the decision to go to one man committees in 2011 so that each 

councilperson was responsible for one area.  Her feeling is that this was a positive move; more was 

accomplished and there was more oversight because of this decision.  Molé said that the Clerk has offered to 

oversee the Community Hall usage scheduling.  The council committee appointments will be discussed and 

decided on at the Organizational meeting in January. 

 

TRANSFER STATION/PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE – Councilwoman Robson said that there is another incident 

of an out of town resident using the transfer station.  This man has been spoken to previously.  Supervisor 

Molé will draft a letter to be sent to him. 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS – Gerald Wright said that the 15 tom weight limit on the bridge in Bovina Road is 

going to be a problem for the Town plows.  Councilman McIntosh said it will be an inconvenience but the 

trucks can go around Cape Horn and up Crescent Valley.  There was a discussion on a temporary bridge.  

McIntosh said that potentially, the bridge might not be replaced if the Town can’t afford to replace it. 

 

Carol Brannen asked if Court is back in Session.  Supervisor Molé said that Court would be held in December. 

 

Councilwoman Stewart asked the Clerk if it would be possible to have the Supervisor’s Report distributed 

with the minutes before the meeting each month.  The Clerk will take care of this. 
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2011-135 It was moved by Brown, seconded by McIntosh to go into Executive Session at 7:15 PM to discuss a 

personal matter.   All in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays.  

 

2011-136 It was moved by Stewart, seconded by McIntosh to come out of Executive Session at 7:50 PM.  All 

in favor, 5 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Councilman Brown read a letter to the Board.  Attached. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Catherine Hewitt 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 


